
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, Cycle A 
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

 Happy New Year!  And, we still say, Merry Christmas. That is 
one of three blessings I’d like to address this morning that we 
celebrate as Catholics today.  The first is that we still celebrate 
Christmas. While many of our friends and neighbors are still putting 
away their decorations, throwing their trees to the curb, we as 
Catholics typically celebrate 12 days of Christmas, from Christmas 
Day till the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th.  So Merry Christmas! 
 

When I was in high school, my Freshman history teacher, Mr. 
Brennan, had us put together a list of 5 major differences between 
Catholics and Muslims.  One of my classmates, I remember, shouted 
out, “We have a Pope-mobile!” And while he was partly kidding, he 
actually was 100% right, because not only do we have a Pope-
mobile, but we also have a Pope, which is a very special blessing we 
have as Catholics.  We have an unbroken line of succession between 
the 265 men who have been Pope since St. Peter, running to our 
current Pope Francis.   

 
As you may have heard, this (yesterday) morning, Pope 

Emeritus Benedict XVI passed away at the age of 95.  He had 
immense influence on the life of the Church.  He participated in the 
2nd Vatican Council as a young priest and theologian, he spent 24 
years, almost a quarter of a century, as prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, and of course, 8 years as the Holy 
Father.  I still remember in my second year of seminary when we, 
and really the whole world, was rocked by his decision to resign the 
papacy. 
  
 As I was reflecting on his passing, and on this special 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, I found a quote of 



Benedict’s from one of his Angelus addresses back in 2008.  He 
said:  

“Dear friends, what an immense joy to have Mary Immaculate as our 
Mother! Every time we experience our frailty and the promptings of evil, we 
may turn to her and our hearts receive light and comfort. Even in the trials of 
life, in the storms that cause faith and hope to vacillate, let us recall that we 
are her children and that our existence is deeply rooted in the infinite grace 
of God. Although the Church is exposed to the negative influences of the 
world, she always finds in Mary the star to guide her so that she may follow 
the route pointed out to her by Christ.” 

And that quote made me think of another title, one of the more 
ancient ones, that we as Catholics have for our blessed Mother, 
“Stella Maris” or “Star of the Sea”. 
 
 In his 95 years of life, Pope Benedict witnessed much evil in 
the world.  He was born less than a decade after the end of World 
War I, and would’ve known many of its disastrous after-effects.  He 
lived through the great depression in Germany of all places, the 
Second World War, the Cold War, and so many other evils of the 
20th century. And in his 71 years of service to the Church as a priest, 
bishop and even Pope, he surely saw many of the evils done even 
within Her folds.  When Her ministers fell prey to the “negative 
influences of the world” that he mentioned.  And so he gave us as a 
Church, each of us as individuals, and what we really celebrate 
today as all humanity created by God, the great advice of always 
looking to Mary for guidance.  To allow her to be the our guiding 
light, our directional star, in the rough waters of this life. 
 
 That brings up the third blessing that I wanted to mention 
today, perhaps one of the greatest blessings of our faith. That we 
have Mary as our Mother.  Granted, she was given to all as mother, 
to everyone throughout the world, thus it is so sad that so many 
reject that gift, that so many fail to utilize her to steer the deep 
waters of life.  It was Mary who was closest to Jesus during His 



years in this world, and now it is Mary who is closest to her Son in 
the next.  It would seem foolish to not make her a part of our lives. 
 
 And so as so many around the world are making their New 
Year’s resolutions to lose weight, to quit some vice, to read more or 
work less, or whatever it may be, let us also make a pledge to spend 
more time with Mary this year.  More time with Mary means more 
time with Christ.  And a great way to do so is to add the daily 
recitation of the rosary to your life.  Not only will it draw us closer 
to Mary and closer to her Son, it allows us some time of peace and 
quiet in a world that is so noisy.  Its gentle repetition and meditative 
quality are a good reprieve from the crazy frenzy that is often our 
modern lives.  Pope Benedict said about the rosary:  

“With the Rosary, we allow ourselves to be guided by Mary, model of faith, 
in meditating the mysteries of Christ, and day after day we are helped to 
assimilate the Gospel, so that it shapes all our lives.” 

 

The rosary is such a powerful prayer for our lives and the lives 
of others.  There’s a beautiful image of Our Lady in Heaven, on her 
throne, and she’s reaching down to pull up a soul from Purgatory.  
But she doesn’t grab the soul directly, rather there’s a small cord 
that appears to be connecting her hand reaching down, and the 
soul’s hand reaching up.  And if you look closely you’ll see beads, 
the beads of a rosary.  The prayers we offer when we pray the 
rosary, especially when we offer them up for those who have died, 
are so immensely powerful.  So, let us begin this new year with 
prayer for our deceased Holy Father Benedict, entrusting his soul to 
the embrace of Mary, and in our own lives, with a new resolution to 
grow closer to Our most Blessed Mother, so that we might one day 
join her and her Son in that Heavenly kingdom.  


